EROES COMPETITION - STORIES SECTION
INTERNATIONAL REGULATION AND GENERAL RULES OF
PARTICIPATION

THE FESTIVAL

HEROES IFF IS THE INDEPENDENT FESTIVAL DEDICATED TO SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY FEATURE AND SHORT FILMS, HORROR AND THRILLER,
ACTION, ADVENTURE, AND TRANSMEDIA. THE FESTIVAL INVOLVES GREAT MASTERS OF CINEMATIC AND VISUAL ARTS, YOUNG AUTHORS AND
INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS, STUDENTS FROM UNIVERSITIES AND INTERNATIONAL CINEMA AND VISUAL ARTS INSTITUTES IN ITS VARIOUS
SECTIONS, WITH THE AIM OF PROMOTING AND SUPPORTING THE IDEATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND PRODUCTION OF GENRE FILMS BOTH IN ITS
COMPETITION-RELATED ACTIVITIES AND IN ITS OUT-OF-COMPETITION ACTIVITIES, OF A CULTURAL OR PROMOTIONAL NATURE.

ORGANIZING BODY
HEROES IFF IS AN INDEPENDENT FESTIVAL ORGANIZED BY THE ASSOCIATION "LA CITTA’ DELL’ANIMAZIONE E DEI CONTENUTI DIGITALI" (THE CITY OF
ANIMATION AND DIGITAL CONTENT).

DATES AND VENUE
HEROES IFF WILL BE HELD FROM 11™ T0 13™ OF DECEMBER 2024, IN ROME.

PROGRAM

THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM OF THE HEROES INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS A COMPETITION SECTION CALLED STORIES (SHORT FILMS
IN THE SCIENCE FICTION OR FANTASY, HORROR, THRILLER, ACTION, ADVENTURE, OR TRANSMEDIA GENRES), DIVIDED INTO TWO CATEGORIES:
INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILMS COMPETITION, CREATED BY INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS AND AUTHORS OF CINEMA AND VISUAL ARTS, AND
INTERNATIONAL GRADUATION FILMS COMPETITION, CREATED BY STUDENTS AND GRADUATES OF INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES AND ACADEMIC
INSTITUTIONS.

THERE IS ALSO A SECTION CALLED UNIVERSES WITH INTERNATIONAL GENRE WORKS (FEATURE FILMS IN THE SCIENCE FICTION OR FANTASY,
HORROR, THRILLER, ACTION, ADVENTURE, OR TRANSMEDIA GENRES) THAT WILL AWARD THE FILM OF THE YEAR PRIZE.

FINALLY, THE STORYWORLDS SECTION PRESENTS SCREENINGS AND RETROSPECTIVES OF GREAT GENRE CLASSICS FROM BOTH THEATRICAL
DISTRIBUTION AND TELEVISION AND ONLINE BROADCASTING.

ON THE INITIATIVE OF THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, THE ACTIVITIES OF THE HEROES FILM SCHOOL (MASTERCLASSES, INTERNATIONAL KEYNOTES,
AND MEETINGS FOR THE PUBLIC AND INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS) ARE ADDED, ALONG WITH EXHIBITIONS (TO BE HELD IN THE PHYSICAL SPACE
OF THE HEROES EXHIBIT HALL).

COMPETITION ELIGIBILITY

ONLY WORKS CREATED FROM JANUARY 1, 2023, ARE CONSIDERED FOR THE OFFICIAL SELECTION OF THE STORIES COMPETITION OF THE
FESTIVAL. THESE WORKS MUST NEVER HAVE BEEN BROADCAST BY TELEVISION NETWORKS OR ONLINE PLATFORMS AND MUST HAVE A MAXIMUM
DURATION OF 30 MINUTES.

ONLY WORKS CREATED FROM JANUARY 1, 2023, ARE CONSIDERED FOR THE OFFICIAL SELECTION OF THE UNIVERSES COMPETITION OF THE
FESTIVAL. THESE WORKS MUST NEVER HAVE BEEN BROADCAST BY TELEVISION NETWORKS OR ONLINE PLATFORMS AND MUST HAVE A MINIMUM
DURATION OF 52 MINUTES.

THE SELECTION OF COMPETING WORKS, WHICH MUST BE IN THE SCIENCE FICTION OR FANTASY, HORROR, THRILLER, ACTION, ADVENTURE, OR
TRANSMEDIA GENRES, IS MADE AT THE SOLE DISCRETION OF THE FESTIVAL ORGANIZATION, WHICH WILL ALSO DETERMINE THE ORDER OF
PRESENTATION AND THE SCHEDULING OF THE WORKS IN THE EVENT PROGRAM.
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REGISTRATION OF COMPETITION PIECES

REGISTRATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SELECTION MUST BE COMPLETED NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 13, 2024.

EACH PARTICIPANT CAN REGISTER A MAXIMUM OF ONE WORK.

THE REGISTRATION OF THE WORKS MUST REMAIN ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL THE PROGRAM IS ANNOUNCED BY THE FESTIVAL, UNDER PENALTY OF
EXCLUSION FROM THE SELECTION. IT ALSO ENTAILS THE COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE THE FILM FOR TWO PUBLIC SCREENINGS FOR FREE AND NOT TO
WITHDRAW THE FILM ONCE THE INVITATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED.

EACH WORK SUBMITTED FOR SELECTION MUST BE PRESENTED IN ITS ORIGINAL LANGUAGE WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES, EXCEPT FOR WORKS IN ITALIAN, FOR
WHICH SUBTITLES ARE NOT REQUIRED.

AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION, IT IS MANDATORY TO UPLOAD THE WORKS, WITH DOWNLOAD OPTION, FOLLOWING THE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS LISTED
IN THESE REGULATIONS. YOU MUST INDICATE THE CATEGORY FOR WHICH YOU ARE COMPETING (INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILMS COMPETITION, INTERNATIONAL
GRADUATION FILMS COMPETITION, FILM OF THE YEAR), THE GENRE (SCIENCE FICTION OR FANTASY, HORROR, THRILLER, ACTION, ADVENTURE, OR
TRANSMEDIA), THE ORIGINAL AND ENGLISH TITLE OF THE WORK, DURATION, COUNTRY AND DATE OF PRODUCTION, LANGUAGE OF THE WORK, SUBTITLES, A
BRIEF SYNOPSIS IN ENGLISH, EXCEPT FOR WORKS IN ITALIAN, FOR WHICH A SYNOPSIS IN BOTH ENGLISH AND ITALIAN IS REQUIRED, PRODUCER(S),
PRODUCTION COMPANY, DIRECTOR, AND AUTHOR(S).

ALL MATERIAL MUST BE ENTERED IN THE ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 13, 2024.

FINALISTS WILL BE SUBSEQUENTLY CONTACTED FOR ADDITIONAL MATERIAL AS REQUIRED FOR THE HEROES INFORMATION MATERIAL AND THE PROMOTION
OF THE FILM (ARTISTIC AND TECHNICAL CAST, BIOGRAPHY AND FILMOGRAPHY OF THE DIRECTOR, B/W AND COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE DIRECTOR, ACTORS,
AND FILM SCENES, COMMENTS FROM THE FILM DIRECTOR).

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

THE SHORTS SENT MUST COMPLY WITH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS:

- H264 CODEC MP4 CONTAINER, 1080P RESOLUTION BITRATE BETWEEN 5 AND 8 MBPS;

- H264 CODEC MP4 CONTAINER, 720P RESOLUTION BITRATE BETWEEN 4 AND 6 MPBS.

THE CHARACTERISTICS INDICATED ABOVE MUST BE VERIFIED BEFORE SENDING THE MATERIALS. IN THE EVENT THAT THE MATERIALS, FOR WHATEVER
REASON, DO NOT CONFORM TO THE SPECIFICATIONS INDICATED ABOVE, OR ARE INCOMPLETE, DAMAGED, OR UNREADABLE, THE WORK WILL NOT BE
REGISTERED AND THEREFORE NOT SUBMITTED IN THE COMPETITION.

JURY, SELECTION, AND AWARDS
THE JURY WILL DETERMINE, FROM THE ENTRIES RECEIVED, THE WINNING WORKS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILMS COMPETITION AND THE
INTERNATIONAL GRADUATION FILMS COMPETITION CATEGORIES. THE JURY WILL BE COMPOSED OF 4 MEMBERS SELECTED FROM INTERNATIONAL AND
NATIONAL PROFESSIONALS OF "GENRE" CINEMA (SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY, HORROR, THRILLER, ACTION, ADVENTURE, AND TRANSMEDIA), CRITICS,
AND JOURNALISTS FROM THE AUDIOVISUAL SECTOR, AND IT HAS THE AUTHORITY TO AWARD:

o  THE BEST "GENRE" SHORT FILM AWARD FOR THE INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILMS COMPETITION CATEGORY;

o THE BEST "GENRE" SHORT FILM AWARD FOR THE INTERNATIONAL GRADUATION FILMS COMPETITION CATEGORY;

e  THEFILM OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR THE UNIVERSES CATEGORY.

THE FIRST PLACE WINNER OF EACH CATEGORY WILL RECEIVE A PRIZE PROVIDED BY THE FESTIVAL'S TECHNICAL SPONSORS. THE JURY ALSO RESERVES THE
RIGHT TO AWARD SPECIAL MENTIONS. THE ARTISTIC DIRECTION HAS THE AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE "HEROES SPECIAL PRIZE"™ IN EACH EDITION TO NATIONAL
OR INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF NOTE IN "GENRE™ NARRATIVES IN CINEMA OR SERIES. BY NOVEMBER 4, 2024, AN EMAIL WILL BE SENT TO THE
PROPOSERS COMMUNICATING THE OUTCOME OF THEIR APPLICATION. THE SELECTION OF THE FINALISTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED BY NOVEMBER 22, 2024.

CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION AND DISCLAIMER

AT THE TIME OF ONLINE REGISTRATION, THE REGISTERING PARTICIPANT DECLARES THAT THE ASSOCIATION “LA CITTA’ DELL’ANIMAZIONE E DEI CONTENUTI
DIGITALI" IS EXEMPT FROM VERIFYING THE LEGITIMACY OF THE FILM ENTRY AND IS EXEMPT FROM ANY RESPONSIBILITY. ONLINE REGISTRATION REQUIRES
THE FULL AND UNCONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE OF THIS REGULATION AND THE REGISTERING PARTICIPANT'S FULL AND UNCONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE
ORGANIZATION'S DECISIONS REGARDING THE SELECTION OF THE PIECE ITSELF, ITS SCREENING, AND ITS INSERTION IN THE EVENT PROGRAM. IF, AFTER
SELECTION, THE CONDITIONS FOR THE ADMISSION OF THE FILM PROVIDED FOR IN THIS REGULATION ARE NO LONGER MET, FOR ANY REASON, THE
ASSOCIATION "LA CITTA’ DELL’ANIMAZIONE E DEI CONTENUTI DIGITALI" RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EXCLUDE THE FILM FROM THE EVENT PROGRAM AND, IF
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ALREADY INSERTED, TO NOT PROCEED WITH ITS PROJECTION. EACH PARTICIPANT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT ACCREDITED TELEVISION AND OTHER MEDIA
PARTNERS WILL BE PRESENT AT THE FESTIVAL FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECORDING TELEVISION AND RADIO BROADCASTS. BY AGREEING TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE FESTIVAL AND BY SUBSCRIBING TO THIS REGULATION, EACH PARTICIPANT RECOGNIZES THE RIGHT OF THESE MEDIA PARTNERS TO PERFORM ANY KIND
OF RECORDING, EVEN IN THE PRESENCE OF SPONSOR BRANDS, AND FREELY GIVES THEM BROADCASTING RIGHTS FOR ANY RECORDINGS MADE, ALLOWING
SAID MEDIA PARTNERS TO USE THEM AS NEEDED AND POTENTIALLY PASS THEM ON TO THIRD PARTIES. THE WINNING PARTICIPANT WILL ALSO UNDERTAKE
T0 INCLUDE THE OFFICIAL LOGO, PREPARED AND PROVIDED BY THE ORGANIZATION, ON ALL PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL THAT ACCOMPANIES THE DIFFUSION
OF THE WINNING PIECE (POSTERS, PRESS BOOKS, TRAILERS, OPENING CREDITS, OFFICIAL WEBSITES, OFFICIAL PRESS) AS WELL AS ON COPIES PRESENTED
AND CIRCULATED AT THE FESTIVAL. THE WINNING FILMS MUST ALSO RECOGNIZE THE OBTAINED AWARD IN ALL SUPPORTING PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS THAT
ACCOMPANY THE FILM’S RELEASE, ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL GRAPHICS PREPARED AND SUPPLIED BY THE ORGANIZATION. THE DEFINITIVE AND COMPLETE
GRAPHICS FOR THESE SUPPORTING MATERIALS MUST BE SENT FOR VERIFICATION AND APPROVAL BY THE ORGANIZATION.

DISPUTES
THE ITALIAN TEXT OF THIS REGULATION WILL HAVE FINAL AUTHORITY IN THE EVENT OF DISPUTES.
THE PRESENT REGULATION AND THE RELEVANT ONLINE REGISTRATION ARE EXCLUSIVE TO THE SELECTION FOR THE HEROES INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL.



